


“We are at a critical juncture in history where if we
intervene now, we have the opportunity to reverse these

alarming trends, save these essential creatures, while
building resilience for enhanced community health.”

Dr. Scarlett Magda



WELCOME TO OUR
Wildlife Medicine & 

Baby Elephant Experience

Join Dr. Romain Pizzi, a leading wildlife veterinarian and
surgeon, as he trains wildlife vets in one of the most magical

places on earth. Be a part of our work with the Elephant
Transit Home first hand, while enjoying a once in a lifetime

unique eco-adventure.



Travel Friday 10/24 from designated airport and
arrive in Colombo on Saturday 10/25.
Spend one night in a charming hotel.
Sunday morning breakfast, then depart hotel at
12pm for a 4-hour ride to Udawalawe National
Park as we make our way to the Elephant Transit
Home.

DAY 1  -  DAY 2

Arrive in Udawalawe and spend 4 nights at the
Owls Nest, a lovely Bed and Breakfast by Michael,
the former heavy weight champion of Sri Lanka
who is an AMAZING chef.
Monday morning learn about Sri Lankan culture
as you take the 1 mile walk down the road to the
Elephant Transit Home.
Observe a surgical training for Sri Lankan
veterinarians, taught by Dr. Romain Pizzi. Get a
behind-the-scenes look at the ETH, their care for
baby elephants and other wildlife, and the
important work they do with support from Vets
International.
Experience a safari in Udawalawe National Park.

DAY 2 - DAY 6

  Sri Lanka AdventureSri Lanka Adventure

ELEPHANT TRANSIT HOME

OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 1, 2025



Sri Lanka AdventureSri Lanka Adventure

Travel to Yala National Park and stay at the Wild
Coast Tented Lodge, a spectacular luxury
tented camp located where the jungle meets a
pristine beach, overlooking the Indian Ocean.
The unique design blends seamlessly into the
surrounding landscape.
Spend two nights enjoying the all-inclusive
experience curated by the prestigious Relais &
Châteaux association, including fine dining and
safari adventures.
Reflect with your colleagues on all that was
learned and observed on this journey and how
we can make the world a better place for
animals and the people who care for them.

DAY 6 - DAY 8

WILD COAST TENTED LODGE

DAY 8 

Depart from Yala to Colombo.
Hotel room available to shower and store luggage
prior to early morning flights.
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HOW TO BOOK

$ 7,000 /person

($4,500 tax deductible)

International airfare is not included.
Above costs include food, lodging, local transportation. 
Physical Activity Rating is 3 (see physical activity rating page)

Contact info@vetsinternational.org

Reservations should be made well in advance as accommodations are limited and
sell out fast. 

Deposit: A non-refundable deposit equal to 20% of your total tour cost is required to
guarantee your reservation. If departure date is within 65 days, full payment is
required to book your space.

Final Payment: Full payment is due 65 days prior to departure. 

Cancellation Charges
a) 20% of total tour cost is forfeited for cancellation made for any reason 66 days or
more before departure.
b) 100% of total tour cost is forfeited for cancellations made for any reason 65 or
fewer days before departure. Should the tour be cancelled by Veterinarians
International then these funds will be applied to a future trip.

OCTOBER 25 - NOVEMBER 1, 2025
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PAYMENT OPTIONS

Please email info@vetsinternational.org for wire transfer. 

Wire money to Chase Bank:

CC payment: additional 3.5% fee
PayPal: find us at: Veterinarians International Inc.

Online payment:
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Q: Are the trips safe?
A: Because of the adventurous nature of our trips, safety is our #1 priority. We are adventurous,
not reckless. We are careful choosing the best local operators and guides and very closely
monitor their performance on every trip. Safety is paramount to us, and you can rest assured
that we are watching out for you every minute of our trips.  That being said, accidents may
happen that are out of our control, we are working with wild animals hence the liability waiver.

Q: I will be coming by myself and won't know anyone in the group. Will I feel
awkward?
A: Not at all. You will come by yourself, but will immediately meet other travelers just like you,
who will make you feel welcome. We are very inclusive, friendly, welcoming, and our group
leaders focus on creating a safe and fun atmosphere.

Q: Will I have to pay extra if I come by myself?
A: No. Our prices are based on double occupancy (unless otherwise specified), and we will
always pair you up with a person of the same gender if you join the group by yourself. Of
course, if you want your own room, that can also be arranged for an additional cost.

Q: I want to come with a friend. Is that OK?
A: Absolutely. Our groups have a mix of solo travelers, couples, and friends. If you join with a
friend or significant other, you will room with your friend unless otherwise requested.
Regardless, if you initially come with a friend, in the end you will have made several other
friends as well!

Q: How big are the groups?
A: Our groups range between six and ten people.

Q: Where are people from?
A: Because Veterinarians International is based in the United States and our trips are
conducted in English, most of our travelers come from the U.S. but may come form other
countries as well.



Q: What is the age range of the groups?
A: The minimum age is 18, but we don't have an upper limit. So long as you are a friendly and
able  person who wants to make friends and be with a great group, you are welcome. Since our
groups are so varied, you will almost certainly find people within your age range on every trip.
However, you will also find that you will make friends with people of all ages. One amazing thing
we find in our groups is that age becomes irrelevant because our travelers possess a common
interest. It is not unusual for us to spot a twenty-something year old hanging out with a sixty-
something year old, laughing and engaging as if they were best friends of the same age.

Q: What is the minimum age? Can I bring my child?
A: Our trips are usually adult-oriented, and the minimum age to travel with us is 18. Depending
on the trip, you may be allowed to bring your child/children. Please inquire with us before
joining a trip with a minor.

Q: I am not in good shape. Will I be able to keep up with the group?
A: We list the fitness/activity level of each trip and explain them in detail on our Physical Activity
Ratings page. Trips are rated from 1 (little to no physical activity) to 6 (extremely demanding).
Before signing up for a trip, look at how it's rated and decide if you are in the physical condition
necessary to keep up. In addition, we normally post our trips with enough advance notice that
you can improve your fitness level by the time the trip happens. You might not be able to go all
the way from 1 to 6 in that time, but depending where you are fitness-wise, and how physically
demanding the trip is, you may be able to train appropriately for the trip in the interim.

Q: Some of the activities seem too adventurous for me. Can I opt out of some
activities?
A: Absolutely. Although we encourage you to be adventurous, and take every precaution to
ensure your safety, we never want you to partake in an activity that you are not comfortable
with. Although it's a rare occurrence, you may incur extra expenses, especially if special
arrangements have to be made for different kinds of transportation or separate
accommodations. That said, forgoing an activity usually simply entails waiting on the bus or
somewhere in the area, or even staying at the hotel while the group is out doing the activity.



Q: What is included in the price of the trips?
A: This can vary from trip to trip, but generally all the transportation within the destination is
included, including internal flights (flights to our original arrival and from our final departure
destinations are not included), all the entrances to the included activities, all accommodations
from the beginning of the trip, and daily breakfast. We sometimes include lunch and/or dinner
as well, but, often times, those meals are best not to be included so you can have the freedom
to choose where to go.

Q: What is NOT included in the price of the trips?
A: This also varies from trip to trip, but we usually don't include tips to guides and staff
(although we strongly encourage you to be generous with them), extracurricular activities,
sometimes lunches and dinners, and rentals (unless the rented equipment is necessary for an
included activity) and airfare to and from the trip arrival and departure points (see next Q)

Q: Is airfare included?
A: Airfare to our original arrival (where the trip begins) and from our final departure (where the
trip ends) destination is NOT included. Our group members come from different places and
often wish to do side trips before or after our main trip, so it becomes impractical to include
flights. Flights are very easy to book on your own. Instead of including airfare, we will give you
guidelines so you can book your own, and we'll meet you at the beginning of the trip.

Q: What are our accommodations going to be like?
A: Depending on the location, we may stay in luxury hotels, or may stay in simpler
accommodations. Wherever we stay, we always make sure to request clean, comfortable, and
safe accommodations in safe areas, and preferably at central locations.

Q: Do I need a passport?
A: A passport is required for all international travel. Your passport must be valid for 6 months
after your return date. If you don’t have a valid passport, or if your passport expires before 6
months after the date you will arrive back in the U.S., make sure to get started on a new one
ASAP. Here’s the link for the Department of State Passport section:
https://travel.state.gov/content/travel.html

https://travel.state.gov/content/travel.html


Q: Do I need travel insurance?
A: Yes. Travel insurance is REQUIRED. You may purchase insurance with any company you wish,
but we require that your policy covers personal injury, death, medical expenses, emergency
evacuation and treatment, repatriation, and personal liability, with a minimum coverage of
$200,000 USD. You will be required to submit proof of insurance no later than seven (7) days
prior to the start of the trip. Although not part of the requirement, we STRONGLY suggest that
you get insurance right away (within 15 days of making your deposit), and that you buy a policy
that will cover you in case you need to cancel your trip for any reason.

Q: How much cash should I bring? Should I exchange it into local currency?
A: We recommend that you bring local currency to help facilitate transactions and leave tips.
Our general recommendation is that you bring the equivalent of $350 USD in local currency to
spend per week. However, that is just a suggestion. Since people have different spending
habits, you must make the determination based on your personal needs and preferences. 



Does not participate regularly in programmed recreation, sport, or physical
activity.

0 points - Avoids walking or exercise (for example, always uses elevators, drives
whenever possible instead of walking).

1 point - Walks for pleasure, routinely uses stairs, occasionally exercises sufficiently
to cause heavy breathing or perspiration. 

Participates regularly in recreation or work requiring modest physical activity
(such as golf, horseback riding, calisthenics, gymnastics, table tennis, bowling,
weightlifting, or yard work).

2 points - 10–60 minutes per week
3 points - Over 1 hour per week 

Participates regularly in heavy physical exercise (such as running or jogging,
swimming, cycling, rowing, skipping rope, running in place) or engages in
vigorous aerobic type activity (such as tennis, basketball, or handball).

4 points - Runs less than 1 mile per week or spends less than 30 minutes per week
in comparable physical activity.
5 points - Runs 1–5 miles per week or spends 30–60 minutes per week in
comparable physical activity.
6 points - Runs 5–10 miles per week or spends 1–3 hours per week in comparable
physical activity.


